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Synopsis

Two billion years of Earth history are represented in the rocks and landscape of the Southwest USA,
creating natural wonders such as the Grand Canyon, Monument Valley, and Death Valley. This
region is considered a geologist’s 'dream’, since its rocks provide a slice through a huge range of
Earth history, and provide examples of many of the geologic processes shaping the Earth. For this
reason, the region attracts a large number of undergraduate field classes, and amateur geologists.
Geology of the American Southwest, first published in 2004, provides a concise and accessible
account of the geology of the region, and will prove invaluable to students studying here. It will also
appeal to anyone interested in geology and landscape, and is a valuable guide for visitors to the

National Parks of the region.
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Customer Reviews

An excellent introduction to the geology of the American Southwest, including most of the Colorado
Plateau in Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, and Arizona, as well as parts of California (in particular
Death Valley), Nevada, and Texas. All chapters devote considerable space to a discussion of the

plate tectonic settings and paleogeography of the geologic period under consideration. The tectonic



settings and processes are of central importance in understanding the amazing and extensive rock
record being described. This book contains a host of useful maps, stratigraphic and correlative
diagrams, and crisp images of many rock formations discussed in the text. For example, a figure on
page 170 | found particularly useful displays a cross section of the famous Jurassic sedimentary
rocks spanning the Arizona-Utah border (which is equally applicable to southwestern and far
western Colorado), showing schematically but clearly the complex horizontal and vertical
relationships, including unconformities, of the major Jurassic rock units present in what can be at
times a confusing area of geological terrain. The geology of many of the National Parks and
Monuments in the American Southwest, particularly Grand Canyon National Park, is interwoven
very nicely with the overall theme and level of the book. All in all, a very useful reference covering 2
billion years of Earth history in this part of the United States, particularly appropriate for
undergraduates and graduate students studying geology and the Earth sciences. An extensive
bibliography, cited frequently in the text, provides many points of introduction to the supporting
literature, and opportunities for further exploration. Undergraduates who plan on participating in a
geology field camp in the American Southwest will no doubt benefit by reading this book before their

departure.

Good introduction but relatively narrow focus.

A bit on the too technical side for light reading.l was looking for a book that would help me identify
and understand the mysterious topography that | can see when flying over much of the Southwest.
This book will most certainly help but, it will take me some time to fully digest it's contents. As the
author points out in early in the book, this book is meant more as a college text book rather than

something for the casual reader. In this respect it probably accomplishes it's mission.
this is a good reference read. it is above me at this point. | find reading simple geology books
chapters and then going back and comparing to this one. This helps me as a non geologist begin to

understand it.

Probably the best text I've come across about such regional level geology, written at a high level

undergrad level. Highly recommended.

This book is terrific! As a foreigner, | learned a lot about the history of geology by reading this book.



Highly recommended.

This is book for a geologist, not a beginner. As professional scientist | found it very interesting but
struggled with the geology verbiage and endless names of different formations. If you know the
subject well already you will gain insight through the concentration on plate tectonics, the reason |
chose the book. But, it soon gets you buried in the lingo of geologists of these areas and it is easy to
lose track of what has been covered. The author covers a vast range of time, from 4 billion years
ago to the present and, using plate tectonics as the background you gain some insight into how the
area came to be. The main problem for me, as a non-specialist, is that | got buried in the detail and

in the stilted text so beloved of authors on similar subjects.

| have been looking for this kind of book for years and this hit it right on the spot. The condition and

price were also spot on. thanks
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